N =Y VA
VA4

&U%E{
A

S
16

N

2
021 4 3
E

)74

{ %R

M E X
2



—— kLA ZF

AL, A (B2 84 H 1 B XCHASTHEIS) FESFRICLHINFEEH
L LT, DM2EERZIBWTHEHECEM ORI 2%E LI-F O INE DO HE
MO CEERROBEEZE LD TH D,




wEET  omE K 4 154 RE B .
. R~ HZBITD
%534 5 ' L THDVNF Y T2 4 —] D5 L AINE
iR (3= I Analyzing and Creating of “Kawaii characters” in 4

Contemporary Manga




K z4 + Fgiw (V) =AFav)

AL OFESE e GE)

WA HES 34

FhORGORM 2021423 H 20 A

FALRGOEME FACHIEE 4 &5 1 1%

AL SCE H PR~ HCBTD hbnwnxx 77 % — 1 O & AlE
Analyzing and Creating of “Kawaii characters” in
Contemporary Manga

mXEAEEZE A R T 0D

& R OEN E

& Bi®  FEE Ot

& MR R OHET

B ZIHLERY SITHREMINT FT#dE KA i1

WE, DD LW BIEN N2 DEEOHFITRIL TV D, [hbinng L) FHED
FHFEOFHED EEHIT, F¥ T I X =T v X, N DIR, T7yvrarzlo Inhbn
W] BDOBEZODIT TS, ZOXIREEOT, Nx D [22DW0n ] ~OFRKITHIND
—®BETLED | HBBRICE TR STV D,

1990 FEARLIRE, WHHREZD [bywnia] IS T2 (22D 12OV TONSE
MIRATONTE 7, LML, ENODOEITHEEZFRELIZE Z A, b H0R8
GUZOWTOHIFER LT, v HIZBIT 2 AN [hbunnFd v 7 7 & — ] (IZ20TOf
FEIXENE STV RN Z VIR L7z, & 2 TARMZEIE., BIRAEARD A b —1 —< U T
BT o NHEL [2bD Xy T 7 2 — ) [TEREZRKY . Ihbunwnhdy T 72— OFE L
PEEZMATHZ LT, [hboWnwky 77 74— 2FEANAET D~ 0 HAWEICESL P
OWEFEZERET L O LT 5, ok, AFERICE W, Z2EOANRAT 4 T EEZBUT [
DN EEEFERL TV ARy T 7 X —% bWk xy T 7 X —] LEXKRT D,

IRV v T 7 Z—] RN 2720 AAFFETIR, ILODOFEZ @ LTl
& T EAT o7,

FIE 1 Tl [0 BT 2 TR ORER L [)vbunnF v 77 & — | OFEAIC
ELEFOONE Lz, SCEIHE T, b 12 UhEn) TETA L T3
DEURNEEN, RPOKTLIL (52 L) TholeZ EBHILNTRoT2, b

4




EWVIFEOEWRIL, 1R DEE LW TRDFE] LW aBHEMRLOMNG, BIED [/
SKTELWIESL LW REDBEENR b DIZEZZET TWDZ LB LT, £z,
Google Trends =Wz AKEOREIZ L - T, Db O ARIE 2016 FIZE—7 12
HLI#, BEE CFBEEMZRL TV, TO TR BEIFHESHTH D, & HITo
MR L D L b ODAREDF PO TEWI Ebbhole, Thbd

(23 OIFFERZ S & [ ORFFEIE. TERD AT e —FI12 kb
LONPHETFRNT 7 —FICLDbDIIBITLoob5 Z L b LT,

[buvnFy 77 & — | BAEDEFEHTD L. by I TEETOAD 23z
THEH L., §% 0 1970 AR 72 - TR CA LU b o sl C—5UTBAME L7z, BRiZ D [
W ERET DL, BRDLF, v Ty =Ty X Ty yva iR
EThDH, IZFERRERICHEEZ AL 2 =Ty T2 T2 X 13607 SUEDOFATH
WBED . ZOWMNNDE T IXBHEICE > TH IR S O~OELE X T 723 5B
FEIZE->TWD, ZNOLORRDFRTEENT Db 1%, BESEREZERQRN LB
ED b BIREBLETICE-STWVD,

R 2 13, BAREHEO N~ o TGS DM v 7 7 2 —OFHE OISR T
bbH, BRZNZEND [hbWE | 290835 RSB 2 EREAG Y — V& WV TARR
THEDIL, BREFEO NG~ IO L kEX Yy 77 2 —% HpiliEO~ 7
FHEICHRE, hbnE ] HRES ) TRASIES ] &K1 A =20l O 4 THHIZOWT
PRI D L RIS & S0 L 72, ¢ FRE & FIC B R e OaF A el L7 fE 5, B i E o
G e bREF v T OFED TN TL0 by TEI0EE] TLo RA-FEN) 1LY
HEND) LRHMELIZ ERNbhote, 2, [hbbnSx T 7 24— &+ 58I,
AAOFE T ) 2R bEHR L, FEOGEE T WK 2Rk bERTS 2 L bRI N,

WEFE 3 1%, Thvbnwnky 77 % — | ZANET 5~ 0 TH 6 LI EEmEH#IEIC L 51
ACa—%EL, v~V HTED [DhbnnXy 77 % —] ZAET 2 Z o0k biEET
D RICOWTIRAE L7z GH&7 F A Mot Y 7 b KH Coder & FIV N THEEE 2 70 #T L7252k
WEHIC (b ZEBRULIBDTIE~ Y TENREL, [hbhwnky 77 % —) 2794
Y LHBRITIE BHONT U ARLHDORE S, M REE, R, R, AR, SEEVWRLE
WHEEL TS Z e bhole, Z< OWIRFER L, ¥ 7 27 4 —OWNEHNRERNF ¥ 7
I B —DPONIICHETDHEEZTNWDZ LB LMNIRoT,

Wt 41T~ o B xR, v T 7% —% [ T80 T5a8) T O 43R
SIRL., FRENOERIZBIT AR LNDWVWNEREL S5 23—V 1T OV T AR 5 BRI
EZIT T, SHIZ, TNHDONR—=YEAEDLED Z LT, BHEREILL [2rbunn
Xy 774 —g) BIE L, BB EENRAE [RbhbhinwSi—y | 28E0TAKRLE
(bW F v 57 &2 —] 1%, 6EEFDO T R—3 3 v E2F 10 RigFE0D LT, %5
ZI W — IV THIZZ =0T Ly a— AT OEZMORLELE -7, B2 T
BONTVEHEOBOMELY  FICHY, ST ESITENY AT T, EEOFHR—FK

5



P&, BITARE A4 7T, TR Y A 70, ENENFHE LRI ENTWD Z &b b
ol TOX ¥ T 7 X —IXERTELWVEKEZFO—F, IR CAERBZR bbb, &
OREX 1 TA— =L CRIL L, B I D LT, B LA @Ot cRELY

WEAH L TV A EREIEERTH D,

DFERENFT b DPDOWWWN—=Y | TX XY Z7 7 ¥ —% G LTEET A, tE i
%n#%xéﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁoFﬁbmm%%77&%@J#1&%3% FEH T A P
T?@%@%ﬁ%ﬁ0%¥775*k@ok@ik Xy 77 Z—DEESLEELNNS
Xx 7 74— [0 bbw\mﬁj WV D DHLEZEZDHENLNI LB LN T,

%@Eﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ DT THEE LT 2 A, LEDFe Ihbinnky 77 X2 — X
ﬁ@ﬂﬂ@rﬁbWW%¥7ﬁ5*@Ji@%i%%u@“@%u@okoﬁﬁ%@%@ﬁ
I, EOEBENREWVIEL, 2D bWk x 77 22— BNy, Fx¥ T X
—DRFEDRFEDL Z ERbhoTe, Flo, MU ARDRDST2/X—Y T b b 72
Wk 77— 2ERL, Dby 77 72— LobERAT, T5&F %
7 7 2 —OITERAE R K o T, e b ARVEDMEW A=Y A G DR (Db nEEE
DBV IRNF Yy T 72— TH, hDbOVWEKLETHH 2D ENbhoTz, EHIC

MED bWk y T 72— Ziftefil e LT, Hasnd) THOREIZRD) T
FLUZARRETE D] R ENFET b,

WFFE 5 1ZHFSE 4 DIRFE T D, WL 4 O A5 B IVICHE RIRDBGFTe [hbnnF v 7 7 %
—fg) & IDhDLVWWERNR LD RNR Yy T g EEANALT LT EERL,
ANDF % T 7 Z2—=0 [N | IOV CHRBGHE 2 I LTz, £ ORER, Bih IR0
te (b nnFy 77 % —B] IR LTE (bS] OFHEREWDS, v 77 X —00
BUond ARSI Xy 77— 5 FH] OFHMIEWNZ &3 bhole, —F
D IPOVNERER D RNF Y T 72— g IZOo0W TR, [hbunE ) 1233 2 7Hh 2
R, THHS ) R M5 OFIIXEWZ ERfR sz, £, 2O ADF v 77
Z—DfHBEDEDN THHWV) LEC TV DEIEENRL LS, v 77 % —DOfAGhE LM
XX T I E—DPOWSIZHETLZbHVBELZ ERbroT,

U EDHIZEIZ XD [hbnnF v T 7 %2 —] ZHErT 5B, (FETHAH D LatE T
bAHH L XY T A —ONEHNERDORENMBD CTEETH D Z ENbho T, il )N E
NTZ TDDVWWERZFFONN—=Y | 28l L TESGN-F v 7 7 2 —F, PN hbna
BRFOX X T U X —lir o], AWEEIL. O Thb kv 77 % — | ([T AME
EMZHZET, BEDHERHITD [hbnWnFxy T 7 X — ] I/EVBEZDHENTES
EBBEZOND, o, DOWVWEERR L DRV THIREN ThD WD WER R
bRy T 72— O HEEICE KVEBAESE b, KD FERTWEA,
AU U IHEBE I T2 X v T 7 2 —1EV D v &2 525D TIERNnA D BEIC
AWFFED RZEH D bWk ¥ T 77— OIS AN TLEIEE (AD | ié%#77&—
EO D ONUBFEICHLEMTE 52 L &E->TND

6

-



Abstract
Currently we can observe kawaii culture surrounding our daily life. As the world “kawaii”
itself becomes more and more a frequently used adjective, “kawaii” goods such as
character merchandise, stuffed animals, and fashion items become even more
omnipresent in everyday life. This increased demand for “kawaii” has become so evident
that we may consider it a social phenomenon to be analyzed.
Since the 1990s, research on “kawaii” has been widely recognized by the public especially
with Inuhiko Yomota's work “Kawaii Ron”(Kawaii Theory)(Yomota, 2006). However,
investigating these publications a little bit further, we can notice that even though they
analyzed “kawaii” as a phenomenon, there was insufficient focus on investigating
humanoid “kawaii characters” in manga. Therefore, this research focuses precisely on
the aforementioned humanoid "kawaii” characters in contemporary Japanese Story
Manga, while trying to clarify what visual characteristics makes them classifiable as
“kawaii characters”. Such investigation aims to serve as base theory for Manga Artists
when creating their characters.
Understanding characters as “kawaii” once defined and marketed as such by media, this
work attempts to create a model for analysis of “kawaii” characters going through five
complimentary vectors of research as described bellow.
The first one being an analysis and summarization of previous studies on “kawaii” and
the background to the creation of "kawaii characters". This includes a study of Japanese
Literature and the range of meanings imbued on the word — such as "small", "pitiful"
and "lovable” - as well as its first written registry being equivalent to the contemporary
“Utsukushi( < L) (beautiful)” . Usually associated with a negative meaning, pitiful
or painful, we can see the transformation of meaning nowadays where “kawaii” stands
for “small and beautiful” and “adorable”. And although the search numbers of the word
reached a peak in 2016(according to survey made using Google Trends) its decline in
seems to be slow. Furthermore, it can also be noted that the search numbers of “kawaii”,
although in decline, kept being much higher than the word “moe” and other emotional
adjectives used when describing manga and anime characters. Finally, as an overall
trend on kawaii-related research we can also notice that the emphasis of research seems
to be changing its focus from a traditional humanistic approach to a more scientific one.
Regarding the background where such "kawaii characters" were created, we find that
"kawail" emerged in girls' culture before the Second World War, and blossomed during
the post war, namely the 1970s. Some representative examples of this postwar "kawaii"

are rounded handwriting, shojo manga, fancy goods, and fashion. Around the same time,
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when "moe" and "bishoujo" culture, which mainly targeted male audience, began to take
off, "kawaii" becomes something to be commonly consumed by men as well. Nurtured by
such different genres, it is this combination that will give form to the current "kawaii"

phenomenon.

After the summarization and laying down of previous research and historical
background, the second vector of research of this work will consisted of a comparison
between the reception of female characters’ average face in popular Japanese and
Chinese manga. This was done firstly selecting female characters from popular Japanese
and Chinese manga and synthesizing an average face using an average face synthesis
tool. After that, a questionnaire survey was conducted using the two average faces
generated previously, and showing them to Japanese and Chinese respondents.
Comparing four different aspects, “Beautifulness”, “Adultness”, “Cuteness”, “Personal
Taste”, the test showed that the Chinese characters’ average face was more commonly
evaluated as “cuter”, “more beautiful”, “more mature”, and more in tune with the
respondents “personal taste”. Another discover was that, when judging "kawaii”
characters Japanese readers paid more attention to the character’s face, while Chinese
readers paid more attention to the character’s personality.

Following this questionnaire survey, the third vector of the research consisted on an
interview with six manga artists who create “kawaii characters”. The interviews focused
on the motivation of such artists to create “kawaii” characters and the attention they pay
on designing them. Using quantitative content analysis software KH Coder, we could
observe as a result that these artists started being conscious of " kawaii " during their
childhood. And with regards to the character’s design, they often pay attention on the
balance between face and eye size, alongside hairstyle, clothes, facial expressions,
gestures, and ways of talking. It also became clear that most of interviewees believed
that the characters’ internality also affected his/her cuteness.

After gathering data on the creation of “kawaii characters” by actual manga artists, the
fourth vector of this work, a questionnaire for manga readers, was realized in order to
better comprehend the specific features associated with “kawaii” characters. In order to
do so, a model character was created and disassembled into four main elements — face,
hairstyle, body proportion and personality — and each element divided into many small
elements, so the interviewees could answer which of these small elements was the most
“kawaii” part of the character.

After undergoing such survey, the combining of the most answered parts helped creating

an “average kawaii character” model which supposedly would be popular amongst the
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most number of readers.

The results of the synthesis revealed that the average interviewee’s preferred “kawaii
character” is a girl in her late-teens, with a six-head proportion body, short curled hair
and 3/7 side-swept bangs. The eyes are positioned in a below-average height and have
short double eyelids and one upper eyelash. The nose is usually simplified by a small dot
and the mouth usually is curved.

While looking to the result character, we can see she has lively and gentle personality,
although also having a timid and laid-back side. When happy or surprised, she expresses
so with an overreacted gesture. When she gets angry, she shows it modestly though
gestures. When she is sad, she will use an ordinary gesture. It should also be noted that
she speaks in Kansai dialect. Because the average preferred “kawaii character” is the
combination of every “kawaii” parts, each interviewee preference was averaged out,
resulting in a character with a very non-remarkable average appearance. Nonetheless,
1t became clear that many people thought there could be an internal “kawaii” aspect to
her, resulting from way-of-speaking and/or mannerisms.

Also, when comparing genders, the “kawaii character” liked by women interviewees was
generally younger than the ones liked by men. A comparison by age shows that the
higher the reader's age group, the younger and the less symbolic the characters they
prefer. Furthermore comparing the average preferred “kawaii character” image with the
“least kawaii character”— created using the parts least preferred by the interviewees —
one, it was also evident that, depending on the behavior and gestures of the character,
even a character that combines the least popular parts may be considered “kawaii”. As
the reasoning for liking such images, most intervewees answered that they liked “kawaii
characters” because of their “healing” characteristic, their “eye-candy” quality and
“stress-relief” effect.

The fifth and final vector of the research is the validation of the vector four explained
above. We created a short manga featuring the average preferred “kawaii character” and
the “least kawaii character” as main characters , and conducted a questionnaire survey
on the "kawaii" quality of both. As a result, we found that the average preferred “kawaii
character” had a high rating of "kawaii," but the " interestingness " and "preference" for
the character were low. On the other hand, for the “least kawaii character”, the "kawaii"
rating was low, but the "interestingness" and "preference" ratings were high. In addition,
many respondents felt that the relationship of these two characters was "interesting",
indicating that the relationship between characters could also have an effect on the
“kawaii” quality of the characters.

From the above research, it was found that regardless the person — manga authors
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and/or manga readers — the internal factors of a character are extremely important
factors in judging a character as “kawaii” or not. The result of the average preferred
“kawail character” was a character with average cuteness, but if manga artists add
uniqueness to this average “kawaii character”, it can become an original “kawaii
character” for specific readers. In addition, the “least kawaiicharacter” — synthesized
from the parts with least “kawaii” elements — was more interesting and more preferred
by readers, which may give manga creators a new hint for character creation. Finally,
we hope that this research will contribute to the creation of “kawaii characters” for

companies and also the creation of characters using artificial intelligence (AI).
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